8**                     SOUTHERN INDIA
Government* prevailed among another easte of
Canaresc* Before betrothing and piercing the ears
of the eldest daughter of a family the mother was
obliged to submit to the amputation of the third
and little fingers of the right hand The operation
was crudely performed by the village blacksmith,
who chopped oil1 the lingers with his chisel. There
was no object in so barbarous a rite; it was
therefore very properly forbidden by the authorities,
and is no longer practised*
The Canurcse are an industrious people whether
employed in the fields or otherwise. They grow
ragi and cholum (millets)* rice and two kinds of
gram that may be respectively likened to peas and
bean& Ragi* cholum, and gram are ground into
flour that thickens in the cooking like pea flour.
Ground or whole* it is boiled until soft, and then
it is kneaded into puddings that have no attraction
as a rule for the English palate* Sir Mountstuart
Grant- Duff* when he was Governor of Madras,
had a liking for ragi cakes, made like oatmeal
cakes and served hot for breakfast The boiled
ragi is eaten with a highly seasoned relish in the
shape of a curry or chutney or a thick kind of
peppery gruel called dhall
The woman who has been grinding the grain